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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on May 30, 2008, has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2, 4, 17, and 27 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 2-4, 8, 14-17, 20, 26-28, 30, 31, 33-36, and 38-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Suda (U.S. Patent No. 6,388,707) in view of Hashimoto (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,972,799). 

Regarding claims 2, 4, and 27, Suda discloses an imaging method comprising: 

imaging a subject (OB in Figure IB) and capturing an image of the subject 
(using CCD 19); 

adjusting a focal length (using AF control microcomputer 29) and 
focusing on the subject (see column 8, lines 48-52) which is included in a first 
predetermined region (photometry frame 404 in Figure 4b; see column 12, lines 
9-13) within an imaging range (screen frame 401); 

receiving a designation (from line-of-sight detection circuit 6) regarding a 
position in the first region within the imaging range (see column 11, lines 60-63); 

setting the first region at a position within the imaging range, whereby a 
center of the first region is located at a center of the imaging range if the position 
designation is not received (if the line of sight cannot be determined, the default 
rangefinding frame 404 is used; see column 12, lines 8-13), and upon receiving 
the position designation, the center of the first region being located at specified 
coordinates (402 in Figure 4a; see column 1 1, lines 58-67) and the range of the 
first region being set up is smaller than that of a case that the position designation 
is not received (see column 12, lines 8-13). 
Suda is silent with regard to displaying an autofocus frame corresponding to the first 

region. 
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As shown in figures 11a and 1 lb, Hashimoto discloses an auto-focusing apparatus that 
displays a variably sized focusing frame corresponding to the focusing region (see column 13, 
lines 42-48). 

Combining the imaging method disclosed by Suda with the variable auto-focus frame 
disclosed by Hashimoto would have yielded the predictable result of the system apprising the 
operator of the current effective focusing area. For this reason, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have Suda's system vary the 
size of the focusing frame to correspond to the focusing region. 

Claim 3 can be treated like claim 2. Additionally, Suda discloses that microcomputer 29 
controls the focusing process (see column 8, lines 48-67). It is inherent that the microcomputer 
operates using software that is stored in some manner. 

Regarding claims 8, 28, 31, and 36, Suda discloses: 

display means (EVF 24) for displaying the moving image obtained by 
imaging of the subject by the imaging means (see column 7, lines 36-43). 
Regarding claims 14, 33, and 38, Suda discloses: 

the focusing means adjust the focal length and focus on the subject if the 
imaging means take in the still image and if the position setting means set up the 
position of the first region (see column 11, lines 54-67). 
Claims 15, 34, and 39 can be treated like claims 14 and 33, respectively. However, Suda 
is silent with regard to prohibiting the adjustment of the focusing means if the focusing means is 
focused on the first region and the imaging means takes the still image. 
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Official Notice is taken that it was well known in the art at the time the invention was 
made to stop focus adjustment when a still image is being captured. An advantage of doing so is 
that a sharp image can be captured. For this reason, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have Suda's system prohibit the 
adjustment of the focusing means if the focusing means is focused on the first region and the 
imaging means takes the still image. 

Regarding claims 16, 30, 35, and 40, Suda discloses: 

exposure adjustment means (diaphragm 10) for adjusting an exposure for a 
second predetermined region within the imaging range (the rangefmding frame 
402 coincides with the photometry frame; see column 11, lines 58-67), 

where the position setting means set up a position of the second region so 
that a center of the second region is positioned at a center of the first region that is 
set at an arbitrary position within the imaging range based on the position 
designation received by the reception means (the rangefmding frame 402 
coincides with the photometry frame; see id.). 
Claim 17 can be treated like the combination of claims 4, 14, and 15. 
Regarding claim 20, Suda discloses: 

display means (EVF 24) for displaying the moving image obtained by 
imaging of the subject by the imaging means (see column 7, lines 36-43). 
Regarding claim 26, Suda discloses: 
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exposure adjustment means (diaphragm 10) for adjusting an exposure for a 
second predetermined region within the imaging range (the rangefmding frame 
402 coincides with the photometry frame; see column 11, lines 58-67), 

where the position setting means set up a position of the second region so 
that a center of the second region is positioned at a center of the first region that is 
set at an arbitrary position within the imaging range based on the position 
designation received by the reception means (the rangefinding frame 402 
coincides with the photometry frame; see id.). 
Regarding claims 41-43 and 45, Suda discloses: 

if the position designation is received, the range of the first region setup is 
always smaller than that of the case that the position designation is not received 
(see column 12, lines 8-13). 
Regarding claim 44, Suda discloses: 

if the position designation is received, the range of the first region setup is 
always smaller than that of the case that the position designation is not received 
(see column 12, lines 8-13). 

5. Claims 10, 22, 29, 32, and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Suda in view of Hashimoto and Kaite (U.S. Patent No. 4,614,975). 

Claims 10, 22, 29, 32, and 37 can be treated like claims 8, 20, 28, and 31, respectively. 
However, Suda is silent with regard to returning the region designation to its original state. 

Kaite discloses a focus area changing circuit, including: 
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initialization means (preset circuit 60) for initializing the setup of the first 
region (a designated focus area) and returning the setup from a state where the 
position designation is received by the reception means to a state where the 
position designation is not received (see column 7, lines 61-66); 

wherein the reception means further receives an instruction (from reset 
switch 604) to initialize the setup of the first region inputted by the user with a 
second method (see column 8, lines 10-27), and 

the initialization means initialize the setup of the first region based on the 
instruction received by the reception means (see id.). 
Using the known designation-resetting technique described by Kaite would improve the 
device disclosed by Suda in the same way — namely, such an improvement would result in the 
user not having to move area manually, thus saving time and effort. For this reason, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
Suda's system offer a means for initializing the location of the selected region. 



Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Whipkey, whose telephone number is (571) 272-7321. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 9:30 A.M. to 6 P.M. eastern 
daylight time. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye, can be reached at (571) 272-7372. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Jason T. Whipkey/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



